Custom Woolen Mills is a working Museum.

Carding
Wool carding is the process of brushing the wool fibers with wire teeth to align the fibers. Wool carding machines were developed in 1748. Before that time wool processing was done by hand as a "cottage industry." The beginning of these machines marked the beginning of the Industrial Revolution. The carding machinery at Custom Woolen Mills dates from the 1880's to 1910. 

Spinning
Custom Woolen Mills is the only mill in Canada that still uses a "spinning mule" for yarn processing. Developed during the last half of the eighteenth century, and contributing greatly to the Industrial Revolution, the spinning mule was the mainstay of commercial spinning for over one hundred years. Their spinning mule was built in 1910, and spins 192 bobbins at a time.

Our blankets are hand woven in Canada by an older Norwegian gentleman in Carstairs, Alberta.

